
 
 
 
Dear WLAOTC Students/Handlers, 
 
At WLAOTC our number one priority is the safety of our students and their dogs. Our 
trainers are focused on ensuring that the environment for learning is always safe. We are 
also a guest of the park and therefore we have a responsibility towards other visitors and 
their dogs to make sure our dogs are secured.  
 
Over the past year, we’ve seen an increase of loose dogs running around freely and running 
into our designated training area at the park. The park does not have jurisdiction to enforce 
leash laws, that belongs to LAPD.  Enforcement of leash laws has been diHicult without on-
site patrol.  
 
The best way to ensure the safety of our dogs is to use a crate (wire or soft crate) or an Xpen 
(wire foldable exercise pen for dogs) during class unless you are holding onto them on a 
leash while in class. This is especially required during agility class when the 
student/handler is walking the agility course, and the dog is waiting for his/her turn to run.  
 
The club has already adopted a crating or XPen requirement during Tuesday’s agility 
activities and we are now requesting that all students/handlers comply with this 
requirement for the safety of their dog(s). Our insurance policy requires that the club be 
proactive in preventing accidents that could be viewed as negligent behavior. 
 
We understand that some of our students/handlers are not accustomed to using crates or 
Xpens and therefore we will assist you in how to train your dog to use one. We also have 
foldable wire crates and soft crates available for use in our agility shed for you during class 
time.   
 
I’ve included below a short crate training tutorial to help you if you have not yet trained your 
dog in the use of a crate. Our goal is to implement the use of crates/xpens in all classes by 
June 2025 when we normally see an increase of loose dogs and dog walkers through fall. If 
you need more information, please contact us at wlaotccompagility@gmail.com. 

 
 
Thank you, 
WLAOTC Board 
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